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Isaiah 5:20 (GNT) 
You are doomed! You call evil good and call good evil. You turn 
darkness into light and light into darkness. You make what is bitter 
sweet, and what is sweet you make bitter. 
 

 
Daniel 1:1-7 (NLT) 
So Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylonia and 
placed them in the treasure-house of his god. Then the king ordered 
Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young 
men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who had been 
brought to Babylon as captives.  
 

 
Legend of the Call Week 8: Daniel 
Occupation: Teenage slave to Nebuchadnezzar 
Place in Life: Prophet of God 
Calling: To become the second most powerful man in the world for 
the glory of God. 
 

 
How to Thrive and Succeed in an Unstable World: 

 
Learn to never let adversity catch you off guard. 
 

 

1 Peter 4:12 (NLT) 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, 
as if something strange were happening to you. 
 
 

John 16:33 (MSG) 
I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and 
assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world you will continue to 
experience difficulties. But take heart! I’ve conquered the world. 
 

 
What is the typical response when we go through adversity? 
We start the blame game.  

 
To do this is to B-lame. 

Love, No Matter What the Race 
February 22-23, 2020 

 
4 Sources for the Adversity I Face in this Life: 

• Myself – I’m the number one cause of my adversity.  

• Romans 7 

• World – We lower our standards for the world’s approval. 

• 1 John 2:15-16 

• Satan – The devil is real. 

• Ephesians 6:10-12 

• God – God will shake up my life for very good reasons.  

• Romans 5:3-5 
 

 
Look for ways God might use this adversity for good. 
 

 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT) 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for 
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
 
 

5 Reasons God Allows Adversity into my Life: 
 

• To inspect me and show me what’s wrong in my life.  
 
 

Jeremiah 17:10 (NLT) 
But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I give all 
people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve. 
 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2 (NIV) 
Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the 
wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know 
what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 
 
 

Question to ask: What does this problem reveal about me? 
 
 

• To correct me and change the character flaws in my life. 
 

 
Hebrews 12:8-11 (CEV) 
God corrects all his children, and if he doesn't correct you, then you  
don't really belong to him. Our earthly fathers correct us, and we still 
respect them. Isn't it even better to be given true life by letting our 
spiritual Father correct us? Our human fathers correct us for a short  
time, and they do it as they think best. But God corrects us for our own  
good, because he wants us to be holy, as he is. It is never fun to be  
corrected. In fact, at the time it is always painful. But if we learn to obey  
by being corrected, we will do right and live at peace. 
 



 
 
Hebrews 12:26-27 (TLB) 
When he spoke from Mount Sinai his voice shook the earth, but, “Next 
time,” he says, “I will not only shake the earth but the heavens too.” By 
this he means that he will sift out everything without solid foundations so 
that only unshakable things will be left. 
 
Job 5:17 (CEV) 
Consider yourself fortunate if God All-Powerful chooses to correct you.  

 
 

Question to ask:  What is this problem teaching me? 
 

 

• To direct me — He wants to point me in a new direction. 

 
 

Proverbs 16:9 (GW) 
A person may plan his own journey, but the Lord directs his steps. 

 

Proverbs 20:30 (TEV) 
“Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways.”. 

 

Psalm 119:59 (GW) 
I have thought about my life, and I have directed my feet back to your 
written instructions. 

 
 

Question to ask: Where is this problem leading me? 
 

 

• To protect me — God is using this problem to keep me from a 
bigger one. 

 
 

Job 36:16 (NLT) 
“God is leading you away from danger, Job, to a place free from 
distress. He is setting your table with the best food.” 
 

Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

 
 

Question to ask: How could this problem be protecting me? 
 

 

• To perfect me — To make me more like Jesus my Savior. 

 
 

 

 
Pain is the high cost of growth. 
 
 
1 Peter 5:10 (TLB) 
 
After you have suffered a little while, our God, who is full of kindness 
through Christ, will give you his eternal glory. He personally will come 
and pick you up, and set you firmly in place, and make you stronger 
than ever. 
 
 
Romans 5:3-4 (TLB) 
 
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know 
that they are good for us—they help us learn to be patient. 

 
And 

patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God 
more each time we use it until finally our hope and faith are strong and 
steady. 
 
 

Question to ask: How can I grow from this problem? 
 

 
Listen to God and trust him for what I don’t understand.  
 

 

Proverbs 20:24 (TLB)  
Since the Lord is directing our steps, why try to understand everything 
that happens along the way?” 

 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (TLB)  
If you want favor with both God and man, and a reputation for good 
judgment and common sense, then trust the Lord completely; don’t ever 
trust yourself. In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you 
and crown your efforts with success. 
 
 

This was the process that made Daniel a great success story and it 
is the same for you. 
 
 
 
PLANNING STUDY SURVEY 
 
Scan here: 
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